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The Internal Logic of the “Progressive Advancement in a Stepwise Manner” of

Chinese Modernization
FENG Wei
(Institute of Contemporary China Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100009, China)

Abstract: “Progressive advancement in a stepwise manner” represents the latest theoretical summary by the
Central Committee of the Communist Party of China of the laws governing the development of socialist
modernization. It is not only a scientific extension of the Marxist law governing the development of human
society, but also a high—level generalization of the academic theory on the stages of modernization. The phased,
step—by—step leap—forward evolution process demonstrated by Chinese modernization provides solid historical
and factual support for this summary. “Progressive advancement in a stepwise manner” is not a passive, gradual
evolution in a circular pattern, but a strategic practice of the Party in proactively recognizing, responding to,
and shaping changes. In the practice of “progressive advancement in a stepwise manner” , the Party has
accumulated four successful experiences in building socialist modernization: continuously enriching and
elevating the goals of modernization drive to steer the modernization construction toward a higher level;
promoting reforms in phased and step—by—step ways to ensure that reform measures in all fields are implemented
in an orderly manner; implementing five—year plans in an uninterrupted and continuous manner to give full play
to the institutional strengths of pooling resources to accomplish major tasks; focusing on tackling key tasks in
concentrated efforts to drive overall leapfrogging development by breaking through development bottlenecks. The
strategic practice of “progressive advancement in a stepwise manner” will enable the Chinese path to
modernization to advance steadily and far.

Key words: Chinese modernization ; socialism; progressive advancement in a stepwise manner

(REHRE:KER)



