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The Optimization of China’s Visa-Free Policy and the Shaping of

National Image
ZHANG Fanghui
(Institute of Contemporary China Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100009, China)

Abstract: As an important measure for expanding high-level opening-up, China has continuously
optimized its entry policies in recent years and progressively expanded the scope of visa exemptions,
establishing a comprehensive visa-free policy framework that includes mutual visa exemption agreements,
unilateral visa-free arrangements, transit visa exemptions, and region-specific visa-free entry policies. The
optimization of these policies has effectively promoted people-to-people exchanges between China and the rest
of the world, particularly by stimulating inbound tourism.It has demonstrated China’ s confidence and openness
while creating significant opportunities for the enhancement of its national image. The increasing number of
foreign visitors to China has not only provided broader opportunities for the country’ s self-representation but
has also expanded the range of external actors and communication channels involved in shaping perceptions of
China.This process contributes to presenting to the world a China that is authentic, multidimensional, and
comprehensive. Looking ahead, China can further refine its visa-free policies in response to evolving
circumstances and practical needs, introduce additional facilitative measures tailored to the needs of
international visitors, and seize this opportunity to enhance the effectiveness of its international communication
efforts. By promoting the synergistic interaction between self-representation and external representation, China
can more effectively project a positive image of contemporary China to the world.

Keywords : visa-free policy; national image ; self-representation; external representation; China’ s stories
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