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The Historical Logic, Theoretical Logic, and Rich Connotation of

Constructing the Identification System of Chinese Civilization

ZHANG Shun-yue'’

(1. Institute of Contemporary China Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences,Beijing 10009, China;
2. School of Government, University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100009, China)

Abstract ; Constructing the identification system of Chinese civilization is an important goal proposed by the
third plenary session of the 20th Central Committee of the Communist Party of China and a crucial component of
the Party’ s propaganda, ideological, and cultural work in the new era. Chinese civilization identification can be
understood from multiple levels such as spiritual identification, symbolic representation, material civilization i-
dentification, and non-material civilization identification, forming a relatively complete system. The importance
and necessity of constructing this system lie in its being an inevitable requirement for advancing the “second
combination” (the combination of Marxism with the excellent traditional Chinese culture) , an inherent demand
for promoting cultural inheritance and development, an urgent need for boosting Chinese-style modernization, an
intrinsic requirement for strengthening the consciousness of the Chinese national community, a significant mani-
festation of enhancing cultural confidence, and an era demand for promoting exchanges and mutual learning a-
mong civilizations. In the future, we must adhere to the guidance of Xi Jinping’ s cultural thought, consolidate
the subjectivity of Chinese culture, deepen the reform of cultural systems and mechanisms, and further construct
the identification system of Chinese civilization.

Key words :identification of Chinese civilization; spiritual identification; symbol; sign; community
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