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A Reanalysis of the Effect of Local Financial Deficit Management in the Qing Dynasty

GONG Hao
(Chinese Academy of Social Sciences,Beijing 100836,China)

Abstract: Local deficit has always been regarded as a chronic malady that cannot be solved by the Qing Dynasty’s fi-
nances. Among them, Jiangsu Province’s deficit has attracted the most attention. The reasons for the problem mainly
include official misappropriation, petty officials’ corruption,and public debt. In investigating the {inancial deficit of Jian-
gsu Province, the central government attributed the main cause to petty officials’ corruption in sixth-year regime of
Yongzheng (1728). Furthermore,it points out that corruption of officials a deficient tax collection system are the sig-
nificant causes of petty officials’ corruption. The central government has formulated and implemented strict laws and
regulations in order to clean up the administration of officials,it has also improved the tax collection system,and correct
the drawbacks of “officials do not know who to tax,people do not know how much to pay”. The inventory of deficits in
the sixth-year regime of Yongzheng period found that official losses accounted for more than 40% of the total deficit.
By the twelfth-year regime of Qianlong Emperor’s Inventory (1747) ,the proportion of petty officials’ corruption in the
deficit has been less than 10%. It can be said that the management of deficit caused by petty officials’ corruption in
Yongzheng years was effective.

Key words: Qing Dynasty;{inance;deficit; petty officials’ corruption
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