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The maintenance and management of China's rights
and interests in the Xisha Islands during the socialist
revolution and construction period

WANG Qiaorong

(1. Institute of Contemporary China, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100009, China;
2. School of History, University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100009, China)

Abstract: The Xisha Islands are inherent Chinese territory. However, France's invasion and occupation of
some islands and reefs in the Xisha Islands during the late period of Vietnamese colonial rule severely in-
fringed upon China's territorial integrity, sovereignty, and security, and provided an opportunity for the Sai-
gon authorities to rampantly occupy the Xisha Islands in the future. During the period of socialist revolution
and construction, in response to challenges to the territorial integrity and sovereignty of the Xisha Islands, the
Chinese government employed a variety of diplomatic, political, economic, and military means to strongly
safeguard the territorial sovereignty of the Xisha Islands. This made significant contributions to safeguarding
national sovereignty and territorial integrity and laid a solid foundation for China to further safeguard its
rights and interests in the South China Sea.

Key words: Xisha Islands; territorial sovereignty; maritime rights and interests
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