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[HEHE B F]

Image—Building Endeavors of the CPC Central Official Press during the Yan’an Period
LI Jinling
(Institute of Contemporary China Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Xicheng, Beijing 100009)

Abstract: Media plays a pivotal role in shaping and communicating a political party’ s image, and the official
newspapers and periodicals of the CPC Central Committee have served as crucial vehicles for shaping and
spreading the Party’ s image. During the Yan’ an period, facing the news blockade and slanders imposed by the
Kuomintang hardliners, the Communist Party of China displayed a keen sense of historical initiative in the fight of
public opinions. To “break” the stigmatization, the CPC utilized its official publications to engage in discourse
debates, refuted and shattered the stigmatization via battles on public opinions. To “shape” its image, the Party
timely published commemorative articles on important historical moments or events, so as to enhance its positive
image through periodic memory building. To “prove” its image, the Party resorted to the objective perspectives of
international f[riends, enhancing its image identity through open and inclusive confirmation. The systematic
approach upheld and shaped an authentic and multidimensional image of the Party, winning it a strong public
opinion support and spiritual strength, which helped it secure the victories in the War of Resistance against
Japanese Aggression and the New—Democratic Revolution.

Key Words: Communist Party of China (CPC); official press of the CPC Central Committee; Yan’ an period;

image of a political party
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