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Deng Xiao — ping and Chen Yun’s Understanding of the Great Leap Forward
ZHANG  Jin - cai
( Institute of Contemporary China Studies Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100009 China)

Abstract: The similarities between Deng Xiao — ping and Chen Yun’ s understanding of the great leap forward are like fol-
lowing: They all hope that China’ s industrial and agricultural production and construction will develop more quickly but they
believe that the speed of economic development can not go against the objective law. They initially looked at and supported the
“great leap forward” from a positive perspective and later saw some “left” mistakes in the “great leap forward” movement
and great changes in their thinking and understanding occurred. The differences are like following: At the beginning of the
“great leap forward” movement Deng Xiao — ping was more active while Chen Yun was relatively cool; For Mao Ze — dong’ s
“great leap forward” Deng Xiao — ping did not oppose and Chen Yun did not speak; Deng Xiao — ping later talked about
“oreat leap forward” and reflection while Chen Yun rarely talked about “great leap forward”. Deng Xiao — ping and Chen Yun
differ in their understanding of the great leap forward the reason is that they have different leadership responsibilities in the
“great leap forward” movement; their ways of leading economic workare different; their work experienceand the division in the
leadership of the CPC Central Committee are different.
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