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U. S. Policy toward the South China Sea during the Obama Administration
Wang Qiaorong

Abstract: U. S, policy toward the South China Sea had changed gradually since Obama took power in 2009. It deviated
from its declaratory policy that the United States does not take sides and support one state’ s claim to sovereignty
against the other claimants, and the United States even involved directly in the issues of the South China Sea. The
reasons why the Obama administration altered U. S. policy toward the South China Sea were directly related to the
development of the situation of the South China Sea, and more related to the US Asia-Pacific strategy as well as the
change and development of China—US relations. The United States’ involvement in the South China Sea issue poses a
threat to the peace and security in the Asia-Pacific region. It will also directly threaten the international environment of
China’s peaceful development. Thus,an important aspect of China’s diplomatic work in the period ahead is to prevent
the deterioration of China’s international environment caused by the possible conflicts between China and the United
States on the issue of South China Sea.

Keywords: Obama; the issue of South China Sea;take sides; America’s Asia-Pacific strategy
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