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On the Cultural Function and Cultural
Memory Construction Role of Collector’s
Seals in Library

Wu Xiuyun

(The Institute of Contemporary China Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences,
Beijing 100009, China)

Abstract: [ Purpose/Significance ] The digital era has promoted the formation of three coexisting forms
of collector’s seals : traditional, electronic, and native digital. In this new landscape, it is urgent to explore the
cultural function and cultural memory construction role of collector’s seals in library. [ Method/Process ]
This study employs a combination of theoretical explanation and case analysis. Taking the morphological
evolution of collector’s seals as the starting point, based on their cultural function, this study builds an
analytical framework of “three forms and three dimensions”, exploring the main supporting role of collector’s
seals in the cultural memory construction and the practical development of library. [ Result/Conclusion ]
Traditional collector’s seals lay the material and cultural foundation in the institutional dimension, electronic
collector’s seals facilitate cultural dissemination in the relational dimension, and native digital collector’s seals
endow cultural innovation vitality in the aesthetic dimension. The three forms which are complementary and
interlinked, jointly build a closed-loop construction of cultural memory through collector’s seals. Considering
the current practice of library in China in the cultural memory construction through collector’s seals, this study
proposes optimization suggestions from four aspects: balanced promotion, deep value exploration, innovative
dissemination, and collaborative integration, to facilitate the innovative development of excellent traditional
Chinese culture.

Keywords: Collector’s seals; Digital era; Cultural memory; Cultural function; Morphological evolution;

Library
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