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History of the PRC

“Battling” and “Reforoming” : The Changing Trajectory of Intellectuals’
Thoughts during the Liberation of Peking—Focused on Yu Shichang’s
Diary

Li Yang / 115

Abstract: Yu Shichang, a normal Chinese intellectual, entered the Institute
of Liberal Arts at Peking University in 1948 and experienced the inflation and sei-
zure of Peking in the wake of the founding of PRC. In the early days of the PRC,
as a young teaching assistant, Yu and other colleagues made attempt to reform their
work unit but failed at last. The thought remolding of Yu revealed that how he ac-
cepted the new ideological narrative system and how he in turn employed this new
skill to practice further battle. This entire process envisioned the complex changing
trajectory of Chinese intellectuals’ thought during the founding of the PRC.

Keywords: The PRC; Intellectuals; Thought Trajectory; Yu Shichang’s
Diary

Getting Closer to the Party: The Self-Adaptation of Chinese Intellectuals
during the Founding of the PRC—Focused on Yu Shichang’s Diary
Ding Rui / 138

Abstract; As an Ordinary intellectuals, in the period of political transforma-
tion since the founding of the people’s Republic of China, Yu Shichang actively
participated in school activities, and he adjusted his thoughts to adapt to the chan-
ges of the new era according to the changes of environment and situation. In this
process, Yu Shichang also had dissatisfaction and contradictions, but he felt the
corruption of the Kuomintang regime, and he was looking forward to the new
era, therefore, the change of his thought had obvious initiative and conscious-

ness. Yu Shichang’s case study can be an appropriate annotation of the impossibility
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of “compulsion” in ideological transformation.
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Self-adjustment

The CPC’s Recognization and Arrangement on Local Cadres’ Learning

Issue in Early PRC: A Case Study of Shanxi’s Practice
Chang Libing / 158

Abstract: In the early days of the PRC, in order to recover and develop in-
dustry and agriculture and to reorganize social order, the CPC made effort to train
its cadres with culture and other skills, with intention to make strong leading forces
in grassroot level. This article seeks to understand the policy and its implementation
with a comprehensive perspective. First, it seeks to map out the certain features of
the training; secondly, it seeks to understand the real dynamism and difficulties;
thirdly, it uses Shanxi’s practice as a case to reveal real problems in the process.
Finally, it seeks to offer some thoughts in the relations between local cadres and ru-
ral development in socialist China.

Keywords: The CPC; Cadres’ Learning; Local Cadres; Socialist Reform

in Rural Areas

Academic History

My Way on Chinese Social History Study
Wang Di / 191

Abstract; This article is based on the author’s practice about methodologies
of studying modern Chinese history, especially studying lower-class people, which
generalizes the author’s efforts in methodologies during the past three decades. The
exploration of methodologies has enabled the author to continuously innovate his

research and kept his works fresh. This article synthesizes some of the opinions ex-
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