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Zhou Enlai and the Campaign for Combat Preparedness and Military Reorganization in 1962

JI Wenbo

(Institute of Contemporary China, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Dongcheng, Beijing 100732)

Abstract: The campaign for “combat preparedness and military reorganization” staged in 1962 had great
impact on the development of the People’ s Liberation Army. To adapt to the changes in the domestic and
international situations, Zhou Enlai, on behalf of the Party Central Committee, put forward the slogan of
“restructuring the PLA for combat preparedness” at the standing committee meeting of the Central Military
Commission held in Guangzhou. Later, Mao Zedong changed it to “for combat preparedness and military
reorganization”, putting salient emphasis on “combat preparedness” , which ensued a fundamental change in the
thinking on military development. Undertaking the task of deploying and implementing the initiative, Zhou Enlai
put forward the basic principles for the organizational structure, led the defense-related industry for production of
emergency combat—preparedness, advocated earnestly adjusting the guiding philosophy for the development of
national defense industry. And during Mao Zedong’ s inspection away from Beijing, he took charge of the affairs of
combat—preparedness on the southeast coast and the Sino—Indian border, fulfilled the tasks entrusted by Mao.

Key Words: Zhou Enlai; combat preparedness and military reorganization; defense—related industry; military

struggle
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