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The Historical Subjectivity of the People’ s Republic of China:

General History Research and Textbook Compilation

SONG Yuehong
(Institute of Contemporary China Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100009, China)

Abstract ; Throughout the historical process of socialist modernization and national development, the
Communist Party of China has adhered to historical materialism and a correct conception of Party history,
analyzing the dynamics of Chinese society and the laws governing its development in a systematic and
historically grounded manner. In doing so, it has continuously deepened its understanding of the laws of
governance by a Marxist political party, the laws of socialist construction, and the general laws of human social
development.Through a strong sense of historical consciousness and initiative, it has profoundly manifested the
historical subjectivity of the People’ s Republic of China ( PRC). This subjectivity encompasses such
fundamental dimensions as the direction and path of historical development, its foundation and soul, necessity
and driving forces, themes and main lines, dominant trends and essential characteristics, as well as its future
prospects and destiny.Together, these constitute the basic connotations, core principles, and spiritual essence
of the PRC’ s historical development.The defining feature of a general history lies in its capacity for integration
and comprehensiveness, encompassing both the coherence of overarching historical narratives and the
interconnectedness of specialized historical studies.Research on the general history of the PRC, particularly the
compilation of general-history textbooks, should therefore fully reflect the comprehensiveness, integrity,
depth, and breadth of this historical process within the broader currents of history and the tides of the times.
Building upon the theoretical foundations of the PRC history, such efforts should integrate the traditional linear
approach to general history with a broader and deeper conception suited to contemporary historical
understanding, thereby innovating and advancing the content, methodology, and approaches of general-history
research and textbook compilation.Moreover, the theory of the PRC history should not be understood merely as
a theory of historiography.More fundamentally, it constitutes a theory of thought, practice, and history itself,
while historiographical theory serves primarily as a disciplinary methodology within the broader framework of
historical theory.

Keywords: the People’ s Republic of China ( PRC) ; historical subjectivity; general history of the PRC;
theory of the PRC history
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