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“Stressing the Present over the Past”: the Great Leap Forward in History Studies in 1958
CHU Zhu - wu

( The Institute Contemporary China Studies Chinese Academy of Social Science Beijing 100009 China)

Abstract: With the development of the Great Leap Forward in the field of Philosophy and Social Sciences the Great Leap
Forward in history studies launched in 1958. Different groups from various departments involved and played variegated parts in
the movement. In this movement the scholars emphasized the importance of contemporary history studies. The history research
and teaching began to focus on the modern history of China. The officials drew up plans for the development of history studies.
The importance of the social history investigation and the involvement of workers and peasants in the historiography were high—
lighted. In this context there seemed to be a flourish of history studies and teaching. This movement overstated the political
purpose of the history studies and exaggerated the influence of the bourgeois historiography. As a result this movement seemed
to hold high the banner of Marx but it did not develop the history studies. Therefore some historians began to calm down and
try to rectify. The political movement cannot be expected to develop the Marx’ s historiography in contemporary China. The
Great Leap Forward in history studies is a lesson for us. Examining Marx’ s historiography itself and adhering to the Marx doc—
trine and innovations are the basic methods to develop the Marx’ s historiography.

Key words: historian circle; Great Leap Forward in history studies; stressing the present over the past; stressing the past o—
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